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Timothy Dodd

District Technology Coordinator
York Public Schools
www.yorkpublic.org
Enrollment: 1,200 students
Began using CMS May 2007

http://www.yorkpublic.org/


Communication challenges they faced:
Keeping district patrons informed of district 
news was a struggle
Website front page was hard to update with 
the most current items
Cancellations and postponements on the 
front page could be updated but we had 
difficulty figuring out who had access

York Public Schools



York Public Schools

Finding a solution:
I used our current CMS at Chadron
My first year at York was spent evaluating 
the website and making recommendations
NETA 2007 conference connected me to 
our current CMS partner





York Public Schools

How technology made a difference:
A CMS helped us meet our website 
objectives:
– Professional look
– Useful
– Up-to-date
– Easy for staff, students, patrons to find what 

they are looking for 





York Public Schools

At first, it was a struggle to get staff on 
board
But once we were live, we received 
compliments on how much better the 
new site looked
We’re still learning, and have more 
objectives to meet, but we exceeded 
our initial objectives







York Public Schools

A CMS changed our work-flow process:
Today, several staff members are 
posting content
Still in the process of training some staff 
members
Recently we added a private section for 
staff to access budget forms
Web design class helps with updates









York Public Schools

Our process for posting content:
I am still the main administrator and set 
the front page feature articles
Each building has editors that can 
approve articles
Other users are correspondents





York Public Schools

A CMS has changed my workload:
Staff participation has diminished my 
website workload
Teachers that have not been trained 
email me content and any pictures. I 
just cut and paste into an article
Our plan next year is to have a more 
robust site once all the staff is trained





York Public Schools

Posting alerts and breaking news:
We use a scrolling banner across the top 
of the front page for school closings
The public is getting used to looking at 
our website for important information
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Jay Lutt

Superintendent
Farragut Community School District
www.farragutschools.org
Enrollment: 300 students
Began using CMS July 2004
Experience with html and website set up 
at other schools

http://www.farragutschools.org/


Farragut Community School District

Communication challenges we faced:
District website set up by teacher that left. 
No one could do updates
We received multiple phone calls daily on 
school events
All communication was either sent home 
with students or through the mail



Farragut Community School District

Website Objectives:
My priority was to have a communication 
link 24/7, 365 days
With my previous website experience I 
knew we needed the ability to have more 
than one person posting content
Decided on purchasing a CMS





Farragut Community School District

How we use our CMS to communicate:
News focused articles featured on our 
front page
Flexible navigation allows us to set up 
sections on specific topics 
Email newsletter frequently sent to 
registered listserv







Farragut Community School District

Interactive features used by visitors:
Article feedback
Calendar reminders
Surveys
Polls









Farragut Community School District

We use our website to provide:
constituents updates on district 
initiatives
parents with school information
students with academic and social news
staff with resources











Farragut Community School District

Staff participation in posting content:
better than in past years
however, we’re striving to get more 
teachers involved
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Karen Dux

6th-Grade Teacher at Jefferson Elementary
Fairbury Public Schools
www.fairburyjeffs.org
District enrollment: 925 students
Elementary enrollment: 226
Began using CMS July 2004
Featured in Lincoln Journal Star article in 
December 2007

http://www.fairburyjeffs.org/


Fairbury Public Schools

Communication challenges we faced:
We used Front Page to create web pages
Most pages were about sports created by 
high school students
Only teachers who had web design 
classes had pages
Parents uninformed of school events
Breaking news channeled through media



Fairbury Public Schools

How a CMS has made a difference:
It is so easy to use that every staff 
members has ability to make web pages
News represents more than sports
Parents have instantaneous information 
about school happenings







Fairbury Public Schools

CMS made multi-media projects possible
Roving Reporter
Jefferson Snoops





Fairbury Public Schools

Roving Reporter teaches students:
Writing skills (6 traits of writing)
Listening skills
Organizational skills
Multi-media skills

– Photography
– Digital recording









Tyler’s Podcast





Fairbury Public Schools

Jefferson Snoops teaches students:
Script writing
Choreography skills
Speaking/on-camera skills
Multi-media skills

– Video recording
– Video Editing









Fairbury Public Schools

Benefits to parents and community:
Knowledge of day-to-day happenings
Exposure to students’ school work
Learn about other grades the students 
report on
Pride in their student’s accomplishments



Questions?

Stacey Musil
Educational Services Manager
Foundation for Educational Services

800.850.8397, ext. 6991
staceym@fes.org
http://socs.fes.org

mailto:staceym@fes.org
http://socs.fes.org/
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